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The Living Construction of Cultural Community: A Study on the
Community Sustainability Mechanism of Xizhang Village’s
Embroidered Ball Lantern Dance

Liu Jiayi'
(1. Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210095)

Abstract: In the process of urbanization, intangible cultural heritage in traditional villages generally faces the
dilemma of inheritor loss and cultural space shrinkage. However, the Embroidered Ball Lantern Dance in Xizhang
Village, Jinan, has achieved living inheritance. Adopting the theoretical perspective of cultural community and
based on field investigation, this paper examines its sustainability mechanism from three dimensions: village
ecology, ritual practice, and school field. The study finds that the inheritance of the Embroidered Ball Lantern
Dance results from the synergistic effect of geographical space, social identity, and institutional resources. The
location along the Yellow River and the "leaving the land without leaving home" livelihood model sustain the
demographic foundation of inheritance. The Hui-Han inter-embedded community structure and highly cohesive
collective identity enable the dance to transcend ethnic boundaries and become a regional symbol shared by the
entire village. The elevation to provincial-level intangible cultural heritage status provides institutional safeguards.
In periodic performances, the dance becomes a ritual device for the reproduction of community consciousness. After
entering the school, it achieves intergenerational continuity and creative transformation of cultural forms through
recontextualization. This paper argues that the living inheritance of Xizhang Village's Embroidered Ball Lantern
Dance is essentially the living construction of a cultural community. Community-based ICH safeguarding should
understand the subject unit of ICH in the dual sense of neighborhood community and cultural community,
incorporating modern institutions such as schools into the production system of the community. The case of the
Embroidered Ball Lantern Dance demonstrates that the vitality of traditional dance ICH lies not in static
preservation, but in whether it is still needed, practiced, and transmitted by a community.

Keywords: Traditional Dance ICH; Cultural Community; Embroidered Ball Lantern Dance; Community-based
Safeguarding; Urbanization
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