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Fig.2 Money and grain donated by families in "You Ma Nuo"
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Fig. 4 A shaman chanting prayers before the burial of Ma Nuo
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The God of Rice: An Analysis of Frog Worship on the Frog Festival
of Zhuang Nationality

Kong jun!, Jiang Shijie!

(1. Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an Shaanxi 710119)

Abstract: The Frog Festival is a unique traditional festival of the Zhuang people and a cultural symbol of the fusion

between rice cultivation and frog worship. Its origin myths endow the frog with a divine lineage as the son of the

Thunder God, a functional divine status as a protector of rice crops and homes and a dual identity characterized by a
finite physical form infinite divine power. This transforms the frog’s biological characteristics into sacred symbols,
thereby providing a basis for the legitimacy of frog worship. The ritual sequences of “Inviting the Frog” “Parading

the Frog” “Honoring the Frog” and “Burying the Frog” transform the ecological rhythms, cooperative labor and risk

management inherent in the rice-growing process into symbolic expressions of faith. Fundamentally, Zhuang frog

worship stems from people’s psychological need to address the ecological fragility of rice cultivation. By shaping

the frog into a manageable sacred medium, they enhance their sense of control over the natural environment during

festive rituals, thereby maintaining a dynamic balance between reverence for nature and rational production

practices.

Keywords: Zhuang nationality; The Frog Festival; Frog worship; Rice culture
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