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Intangible Cultural Heritage Safeguarding from the Perspective of
Folklorism

—— A Case Study of the Dashan Village Temple Fair in Nanjing

Gao Pengcheng

School of Culture and Tourism, Wuxi Vocational College of Science and Technology, Wuxi

Abstract: Since its introduction in the last century, folklorism has undergone decades of development, during
which its connotation has been substantially expanded and even transformed in certain aspects. With the passage of
time, the involvement of multiple forces—including state power and ideology, commercial operations, mass media,
literature and the arts—has continuously reshaped the meaning of folklorism. These changes and developments
carry instructive significance for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage (ICH). As an ICH item, the
successful holding of the March 17th Temple Fair in Dashan Village, Gaochun, Nanjing, was made possible by the
cultural synergy generated through the joint efforts of local elites, administrative departments, local residents,
religious figures, and other stakeholders.

Keywords: folklore studies; folklorism; temple fair; intangible cultural heritage
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