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Tensions among Actors and the Reconfiguration of Value Order in
Folk Performance: A Case Study of Yongkang Daluohan

Chen Hangxun

College of Tea Science and Tea Culture, Zhejiang A&F University, Hangzhou

Abstract: Yongkang Daluohan is a form of folk performance centered on traditional martial arts. Embedded in the
Hugong Temple Fair in central Zhejiang, it has long been transmitted within local rural society. Since the 1980s,
with the revival of the temple fair and the subsequent rise of intangible cultural heritage safeguarding and festival
performances, Daluohan has gradually been incorporated into a public cultural system involving multiple actors,
including cultural administrative agencies, commercial organizations, and local practitioner groups. External actors
have reshaped its performance content and evaluative rules through training programs, competitions, and other
forms of intervention. Local practitioners, in turn, have sought to defend their authority to interpret and evaluate
local tradition by replacing martial arts instructors, restoring locally transmitted routines, questioning competition
scores, and withdrawing from competitions. The locally grounded mode of evaluation, based on ritual experience,
local prestige, and on-site audience recognition, has not been entirely displaced by institutionalized evaluation
emphasizing professional standards and quantitative scoring. Instead, the two modes have been reconfigured
through conflicts among actors, responses by local practitioners, and adjustments to the forms of public presentation,
giving rise to a composite value order in which local and institutionalized evaluative logics overlap and coexist.
Keywords: folk performance; Daluohan; tensions among actors; value order
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