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Giving Equal Weight to Technique and Dao: Integrating Jiang
Kui's View of Fengshen into the Practical Pathway of Calligraphy
Education in Primary and Secondary Schools

Li Bin
Songgang Middle School, Shenzhen

Abstract: Calligraphy education in primary and secondary schools is currently plagued by several prevailing issues:
an overemphasis on technical skills at the expense of humanistic values, a prevalence of formulaic craftsmanship,
and a noticeable lack of aesthetic sensibility. Centered on the concept of Fengshen (Spirit of Elegance), Jiang Kui's
Xushupu (Continuation of the Treatise on Calligraphy) constructs a calligraphy system that emphasizes equal
attention to technical skill (ji) and spiritual Tao (dao), offering classical wisdom for basic calligraphy education.
Drawing on its theoretical connotations and contemporary relevance, this paper constructs a three- tiered educational
model—"technique as foundation, aesthetic empowerment, and character cultivation"—establishes a
multidimensional evaluation system, proposes a de-technification teaching strategy, and formulates a dialectical
copying paradigm, systematically presenting a practical pathway for transforming classical calligraphy theory into
classroom practice at the primary and secondary levels. Three progressive teaching cases demonstrate that
classroom transformation must adhere to three key principles: creative reconstruction, deep integration of theory and
practice, and dynamic balance between technique and Tao. The integration of technical skill and spiritual Tao,
together with the unity of knowledge and practice, should become the fundamental direction for calligraphy
education in the new era. Only by revitalizing traditional calligraphy theory can calligraphy aesthetic education
fulfill its unique mission: nourishing the soul, transmitting cultural heritage, and shaping character—thereby truly
realizing the fundamental goal of fostering virtue and nurturing people.

Keywords: Jiang Kui; Xu Shupu; view of Fengshen; calligraphy education in primary and secondary schools;
contemporary transformation of classical calligraphy theories
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