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Contemporary Practices and Action Trends in the Development of
Civilized Rural Customs in Jiangsu

Zhang Xingyu, Liu Jiayi

Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing

Abstract: As a core cultural governance dimension in the modernization of rural governance, the development of
civilized rural customs is fundamentally concerned with reshaping the traditional social order and preserving local
life cultures. In practice, however, administrative approaches to promoting civilized customs often clash with the
intrinsic rhythms of rural life, making it difficult for universal values to integrate smoothly into the organic
evolution of folk traditions. Jiangsu's approach to cultivating civilized rural customs follows an internal logic of
governing according to local customs and transforming them through ritual practices. By leveraging indigenous folk
resources such as seasonal festivals and clan rituals, and relying on grassroots self-organized groups like
red-and-white councils and village deliberative assemblies, as well as institutionalized norms such as village
regulations, Jiangsu seeks to embed modern civilizational standards into everyday contexts—such as weddings,
funerals, and seasonal celebrations—thereby facilitating the organic integration of state governance objectives with
local social order. Overall, the initiative has gradually shifted from campaign-style interventions toward sustained
cultural cultivation, transforming governance from government-led dominance to multi-stakeholder collaboration,
and moving from external enforcement to internalized acceptance. To some extent, this process not only reshapes
the cultural meaning systems of rural life but also gradually crystallizes a localized governance model that uses
customs to carry culture and employs culture to enrich governance.

Keywords: rural cultural development; Jiangsu; rural cultural governance; daily life
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