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Public—Private Partnership and Cultural Revitalization: A Study of
Traditional Village Conservation Practices in Dadiaogiao Village,
Central Shandong

Zhou Lianhua

Shandong University of Arts, Jinan

Abstract: The Wang clan of Diao Qiao Village in central Shandong migrated to Zichuan during the early Ming
Dynasty and, adhering to the tradition of combining farming and education, gradually developed into one of the
most prominent imperial examination lineages in the region, with a local saying that “half of the successful
candidates in the county came from the Wang family.” The village still preserves ancestral halls, burial sites
recorded in the Genealogy of the Wang Family, and the Wang Family Manor complex constructed by Wang Huaiqji,
a member of the clan since the mid-Ming period. As a result, Dadiaogiao Village has been successively recognized
as a Key Cultural Relics Protection Unit of Shandong Province, a provincial-level traditional village, and one of the
fifth batch of traditional Chinese villages.Over the past decade of conservation practice, Dagiaogiao Village has
adopted a collaborative approach in which local government has played a leading role while mobilizing clan forces
and local residents to participate in heritage preservation. Through this public—private partnership, the restored
Wang Family Manor complex has been transformed into a rural memory museum, providing a platform for the
display and dissemination of local knowledge, including customs, traditions, and historical figures. It has also
become an important practical base for traditional culture education and integrity education among local students,
government officials, and community members. In this process, the preservation of cultural heritage has become
intertwined with the revitalization of local clan memory, significantly expanding the public cultural functions of
traditional villages and contributing to rural cultural revitalization and sustainable development.

Keywords: public—private partnership; cultural revitalization; Dadiaogiao Village; Wang clan
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