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Figure 1 Jiannan Poem Scroll by Zheng Fu (now housed in the Palace
Museum, Beijing)
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Figure 2 Clerical Script Album by Jin Nong (now housed in the Zhejiang
Provincial Museum)
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Figure 3 Cui Ziyu’s Admonitionsfor the Seat by Deng Shiru (now housed
in Japan)
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Figure 4 Album of Clerical Script by Yi Bingshou (now housed in the
Palace Museum, Beijing)
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Figure 5 Leiye Clerical Script Handscroll by He Shagji (now housed.in the
Liaoning Provincial'Museum)
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Figure 6 Wu Changshuo’s Six-Character Couplet in Clerical Script
(Currently in the Gollection of the Xiling Seal Art Society)
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Figure 7 Dated Calligraphic Work by Wu Changshuo (now housed in the
Wu Changshuo Memorial Hall)
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The Stone Drum Inscriptions as the Basis and Innovations in
Clerical Script: A Comparative Study of Wu Changshuo's Clerical
Calligraphy and That of Other Qing Masters

Zhang Ganning
School of Fine Art, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou

Abstract: Wu Changshuo was a-great master who integrated poetry, calligraphy, painting, and seal carving,
and has long enjoyed a high-reputation in academic-cireles. His clerical script, however, has consistently been
overlooked. During the Qing-dynasty, when clerical 'script experienced a revival and numerous celebrated
masters emerged, where exactly Wu Changshuo’s clerical script stood in this era has rarely been subjected to
systematic analysis. This paper takes the origins and development of brush techniques, character structure and
configuration, compositional arrangement and spatial distribution, and aesthetic orientation as its guiding
threads, and uses various Qing masters as points of reference, to investigate the distinctive qualities of Wu
Changshuo’s clerical script. The research shows that the foundation of his clerical script lies not only in Han
dynasty stelae, but more significantly in his decades-long profound immersion in the Stone Drum Inscriptions,
thus creating a fundamental divergence from the mainstream Qing approach of “establishing rules” (lifa) for
clerical script. This paper further differentiates two strategies of “infusingclerical script with seal script
brushwork” and three manifestations of the “metal-and=stone aura” (jinshi qi), and points out the unique
position of Wu Changshuo’s clerical script in the history of late Qing epigraphic studies: it is both the ultimate
embodiment of the aesthetic spirit of stele studies,.and a conscious departure from its traditional forms. The
value of his clerical script does not lie in“providing paradigms for imitation, but in revealing the creative
energy hidden deep within tradition.

Keywords: Wu Changshuo; Clerical Script; Qing-Dynasty Stele Studies; Seal-Script Brushwork; Epigraphic
Aesthetic
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