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Figure 1 Brick Inscription Made

in the Sixth Month of the Ninth
Year of the Jianchu Reign,
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Figure 3 Mould-imprinted brick
inscription dated to the
eighteenth year of the Yongping
era (one character illegible),
Eastern Han Dynasty

BRDRIR:  (WEEHIERR)

K4 X HA 4
Figure 4 Bronze Seal Ri Li
(Daily Auspiciousness), Han
Dynasty

GRRbRIE:  (BRMAEIIEITA)
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Figure 5 Brick Inscription Made
in the Third Year of the
Yongyuan Reign, Eastern Han
Dynasty

BERRIR:  REEBIERR)

WA CFHEIET SRR ST EE TR, X
PR ST R 77 TR N 2R WIS = AR S
MZ AT AHBIXHERHR, RBURRAE=: H—,
TSR, 205 BRI OG5 R SN B
RETLIR, HBMWFNEEKZ /D, KR
BB B AR A I RE, B E (hiey¥) —H
FRIRE]: e IR E AR B L) E (B R AT
57 [12], JXSIE SCF AR TT B IR BRI R
RV, “HEMBRT NFRENEH RS L

K6 X #FIH 4
Figure 6 Bronze Seal Gong
Bing (Personal Name), Han
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Figure 7 Mould-imprinted brick inscription
“For a Thousand Autumns and Ten
Thousand Generations; May Descendants
Prosper; May Joy Endure Forever,”
Western Han Dynasty
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Figure 8 Bronze Seal Guan Xian
(Personal Name), Han Dynasty
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Figure 9 Brick Inscription All
Things Auspicious, Eastern
Han Dynasty
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Figure 10 Bronze Seal of the General
Who Quells Rebels, Han Dynasty
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Figure 11 Mould-imprinted auspicious
brick inscription  “May Wealth and
Auspiciousness Abound; May High

Officials Rise Together; May Joy and
Longevity Be Endless; May All Be
Auspicious,” Eastern Han Dynasty
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[E12 X FEFEHED
Figure 12 Bronze Seal of the Cavalry Commandant of
Chu, Han Dynasty
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Figure 13 Bronze Seal of the Bureau of
Implements, Han Dynasty

PERRIR:  (PEZEZEZI2E)

14) , BAXTERMRMES, FHFE, HYY
ﬂ%%ﬁmﬁ%ff MYE T B30, HeRie T
el PN N R MO ETETE - 24 S =9 A P R 7S5 2/ Sl
RERFASAIEEE, & EXFELR—, RER
Bi, MEWREEAIMIBOR, 5 — KRS
50 g T O e SCREA SR AR R L S IR W B S
Wiy 2 HEwE T, ENEmE S SUSFEN BT, I “KE
BHEAGA R RRRR” BETH (E15) , K
WA =555, Ak yEm =), T
KAEMAASTAEAE, XIS DAL [ P
DA H USRI G —, T St /R H
PR, JE I R I (R SRR, FETRR
FPE, OISR AV F A MRRYE S 7 #5280 - 5



“ENAMSREN" AT AR DUASENTS ST BRI S

7 H
1 6% 2 4

o FUSTEFI DR IHEN R RR R B EEIEH,
U R HAEN AR B 2, Mo RE T “H” 7.
“H” RIS, xtEtbFE R (F
16) 5P “EWMAREN”  (E17) WARERA
“H” FHRMMENERERH, FEINEE TR
ZENENNRAMR, DZREHE m&%ta% ﬂ%ﬁ

5 449, ==
Tal T
N Wl
"f"""‘*‘*‘:’“‘

:.

20

-

(S .3

ool ‘
e P BABESEAIE 15 MY SHARATAR
N Rk i

Figure 15 Mould-imprinted
brick inscription “May the
Family Prosper and the Fields
Flourish; May Grain Be

Figure 14 Mould-imprinted brick
inscription  “All within the Realm
Are Subjects; Crops Ripen Each
Year; No One Goes Hungry on the

Roads,” Western Han Dynasty Abundant; May Future
o NN Generations Enjoy Endless
VORI (REHBIEAR) o
Happiness, Western Han
Dynasty
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Figure 18 Mould- 1mpr1nted brick inscription
“May Wealth and Honor Endure,” Eastern
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Figure 19 Mould-imprinted brick
inscription dated to the second year of the
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Figure 17 Bronze Seal of the
Deputy Magistrate of
Pengcheng, Han Dynasty
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Figure 16 Bronze seal of the Yiyang
Ferry Office, Qin Dynasty

PORRIE:  (PEZEZEZI2E)

E%Wﬁﬁ?%ﬁ%oﬁmﬁﬂ“‘ﬁ AR 1%
X (H19) , M MHEMAER, BP9t
%%%%,%%@E%Q%%Y%mﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
HERIEWH, AR, IENE
T AR, FEODFAMBMTRIR, EEIGER
EVE B 1 - RS, g i CFE i RE” (&
20) , HEISCESRA, B R HEE
5@%@@, TE AV R AL B B8R

20 X ZEhEEED 47
Figure 20 Bronze seal of the Junqu Hou, Han Dynasty

Han Dynasty Yongshou era, Eastern Han Dynasty PORDRIR:  CREZAIZZI2H0
PERDRIR: (R HIERR) PHRDRIR: (R HBIEARR)
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Figure 21 Brick Inscription
Made in the Eighth Month of
the Third Year of the Yongchu
Reign, the Year of Jiyou,
Eastern Han Dynasty

BERIRIR: (S BIEAR)
5 “ESPRED”
BITESLER

IR EZI R B SR BaR ISk, THEsRIA
BN, X . ERGER, #HE-SElO) “BR

22 7 FRIREME 4

Figure 22 Bronze seal inscribed
“Chen Shi Yinxin” ( “Seal of
Chen Shi” ), Han Dynasty
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Figure 23 Bronze Seal Wang Yin
(Personal Name), Han Dynasty
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Figure 24 Bronze Seal of the Deputy
Director of the Palace Administration
of Chu, Han Dynasty
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Research on the Incorporation of Western and Eastern Han Mould-
imprinted Brick Inscriptions into Seal Carving from the Perspective
of "Seeking Seal Inspiration Beyond Traditional Seals"

Chen Junfeng
School of Chinese Traditional Culture, Sichuan University of Arts and Science, Dazhou

Abstract: Nowadays, diverse archaeological materials are continuously unearthed. The excavation of
numerous epigraphic stone steles and epitaphs has provided outstanding models for calligraphy and seal
carving creation. Nevertheless, abundant artistic elements embedded in the mould-imprinted brick inscriptions
of the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties, which are widely scattered among folk relics, have not received
due academic attention. This paper first elaborates on the definition, manufacturing techniques and practical
functions of Han mould-imprinted brick inscriptions. Guided by the academic idea of "seeking seal inspiration
beyond traditional seals", it systematically sorts out and conducts a comparative analysis between Han brick
inscriptions and contemporaneous official and private seals, verifying the mutual reference of formative
languages shared by the two art forms in the same historical period. This study confirms that Han mould-
imprinted brick inscriptions and Han seals not only exhibit the phenomenon of "one calligraphic script serving
two artistic carriers" in character styles, but also bear striking similarities in character modelling and
compositional layout. Furthermore, this paper analyzes the creative practices of seal carvers in the Ming and
Qing dynasties who incorporated Han mould-imprinted brick inscription aesthetics into seal making, and
discusses the enlightening value of such artistic resources for contemporary seal carving creation.

Keywords: Seal Carving Art; Mould-imprinted Brick Inscriptions of Western and Eastern Han Dynasties;
Ming and Qing Seal Carving; Seeking Seal Inspiration Beyond Traditional Seals
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