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Social Networks, Correspondence, and the Dissemination of
Literary Styles

—— A Re-examination of Huang Tingjian's Literary Interactions with
Wang Fan During His Stay in Rongzhou

Li Jiagiu', Xu Baowen?
1. China West Normal University, Nanchong; 2. Capital Normal University, Beijing

Abstract: The cross-regional correspondence among scholars under the context of political exile during the
Northern Song Dynasty served as a vital vehicle for the Song Dynasty's tradition of "bonding through
literature." This paper takes the sustained correspondence between Huang Tingjian, during his period of exile
in Rongzhou, and Wang Fan (Wang Guanfu) as a central case study; drawing upon primary sources such as
Huang Tingjian's letters, inscriptions, and chronological records, this study traces the complete trajectory of
their scholarly interactions—including the origins of their relationship, their poetic and literary debates, and
their exchanges in calligraphy. These correspondences engaged in profound discussions centered around four
core artistic principles: avoiding excessive ornamentation, adhering to classical conventions, valuing simplicity,
and emphasizing inner depth, thereby providing a comprehensive presentation of Huang Tingjian's mature
aesthetic system in poetry, prose, and calligraphy. This correspondence not only facilitated the dissemination
of Su Shi's lineage of "emotive-oriented" artistic thought throughout the Ba-Shu region but also served as a
crucial external catalyst enabling Huang Tingjian to undertake self-reflection and refinement of his artistic
philosophy amidst the adversities of exile; simultaneously, it clearly demonstrates the unique value of exiled
scholars in leveraging private social networks to lead the development of local cultural traditions and establish
cross-regional cultural communication networks.

Keywords: Huang Tingjian; Wang Fan; Literati Communication; "Shangyi" calligraphic style
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