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Figure 1. Zhao Fangfang, Fragmented Shadows Coexistence, (Color and
Ink on Paper, 240cm X 400cm, 2026)
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Figure 3. Zhao Fangfang, Mystic Color - 5, (Color and Ink on Paper,
40cm X 138cm, 2015)
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Figure 4. Zhao Fangfang, Critique in Skepticism, (Color and Ink on
Paper, 140cm X 200cm, 2021)
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Figure 5. Zhao Fangfang, Unspeakable Sorrow, (Color and Ink on Paper,
96cm X 60cm, 2023)

; | - 7.

Wi 2 g
( v i o [
' v W
N |

6 i  CET Bl (AU 110cm X 70cm 2022
)
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Figure 8. Zhao Fangfang, Impressions of Northern Shaanxi, (Color and
Ink on Paper, 240cm X 120cm, 2022)
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The Path of Innovation and Demarcation of Boundaries for Chinese

New Ink Art: An Interview with Zhao Fangfang

Zhao Fangfang!, Xu Bin?
1.China National Academy of Painting, Beijing; 2.School of Marxism Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou

Abstract: Through interviews with Zhao Fangfang, an artist at the China National Academy of Painting, this
paper systematically elaborates the inherent logic of "breaking and establishing” in Chinese New Ink Art,
taking his personal exploration path of artistic creation as the clue. Focusing on the analyze of the media
ontology of Chinese New Ink Art, this paper discusses the triple identities of ink wash as a painting material,
cultural symbol and way of thinking. On the issue of media boundaries in artistic creation, this paper proposes
two paths: First, within the inherent system of rice paper and writing brush, reconstruct the order of brush and
ink with contemporary concepts; Second, take ink wash as the visual symbol of Chinese cultural lineage, and
interpret the spirit of the times through digital-intelligent media. The criterion for determining whether a work
belongs to ink wash art has never been the material itself, but the cultural thinking and spiritual essence of fine
traditional Chinese culture contained behind it. AI can imitate the brush traces of ink wash, but cannot
replicate life experience and creative temperature; instead, it pushes artistic creators to shift the focus of
“breaking and establishing” from superficial visual presentation to the construction of spiritual core.
Keywords: Chinese New Ink Art; Breaking and Establishing of Traditions; Fine Traditional Chinese Culture;
Artistic Spirit; Bird-and-Flower Painting
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