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Research on Privacy Infringement Risks and Governance Paths of
Short-Video Targeted Advertising from the Algorithmic
Perspective--A Case Study of Douyin and Xiaohongshu Platforms

Zhang Yixin, Zhang Chao

Jiangsu Normal Universityy, Xuzhou

Abstract: Algorithmic recommendation technologies enable short video platforms to deliver targeted
advertising based on user profiles. However, this personalized advertising distribution model, which tailors
advertisements to individual users, presupposes the continuous collection and analysis of users’ personal
information, thereby giving rise to a series of privacy controversies. Taking Douyin and Xiaohongshu as case
studies, this paper examines the algorithmic operations and privacy risks underlying personalized advertising.
The study finds that the privacy risks of targeted advertising on short video platforms are not concentrated in a
single stage but emerge gradually throughout the entire process of data collection, processing, and delivery. On
this basis, this paper discusses possible governance approaches from three perspectives: improving specific
rules for automated decision-making, enhancing algorithmic transparency, and establishing multiple oversight

mechanisms.

Keywords: algorithmic recommendation; targeted advertising; privacy infringement; short-video platforms;

governance paths
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