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Audiovisual Space and the Construction of Sense of Place in Suzhou
Urban Dramas

Yu Jialu, Zhang Chao
School of Arts, Jiangsu Normal Universityy, Xuzhou

Abstract: Against the backdrop of converging urban imagery and the transformation of local experience into
visual spectacle, how urban dramas participate in the construction of a sense of place has become an important
question in film and television communication studies. This paper takes All Is Well as its primary object of
analysis, supplemented by Romance in the Alley and Shine on Me, to examine how Suzhou urban dramas
construct urban identity through audiovisual space, daily practices, and Jiangnan imagery, drawing on
everyday aesthetics and Lefebvre’s theory of spatial production. The study finds that All Is Well employs
spaces such as Tongdeli, Jinji Lake, and Suzhou-style restaurants to connect family memory, modern life, and
emotional repair; Romance in the Alley supplements the generational memory of old Suzhou alley life; and
Shine on Me presents a youthful perspective on contemporary Jiangnan experience. Together, these three
dramas demonstrate that Suzhou urban dramas do not rely simply on urban spectacle or tourist landmarks, but
transform abstract urban spaces into perceptible, livable, and identifiable places through everyday details such
as light and shadow, dialect, food, and walking.

Keywords: Suzhou urban dramas; All Is Well; audiovisual space; sense of place; urban image
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