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Table 1 A Comparison of the Dual Effects of Four Typical Network Circles and the Characteristics of Their Participants
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Empowerment and Alienation: The Dual Logic and Guidance Path
of Network Circle-Layer Culture’s Influence on Adolescent Values

Zhang Lingrui, Xu Bin
Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou

Abstract: As a core field for the construction of contemporary adolescents’ values, network circle-layer
culture is examined in this study. Building on existing research, this paper systematically investigates the
influencing mechanism of network circle-layer culture on adolescents’ values from the dual-logic perspective
of “empowerment” and “alienation”. The study finds that the influence of network circle-layer culture on
adolescents’ values is neither unilaterally positive nor negative. Instead, empowerment and alienation are
intertwined. On the empowerment dimension, circle-layer culture offers channels for adolescents to gain
identity belonging, emotional comfort, creativity stimulation and cultural identity construction. On the
alienation dimension, under the combined effect of algorithmic recommendation, capital logic and group

polarization, circle -layer culture may trap adolescents in information cocoons, value confusion and group
polarization. Rooted in the circle - layer mechanism of “interest - based aggregation + algorithmic
recommendation + capital-driven operation” , the two logics feature homology, convertibility and asymmetry.

Accordingly, this paper puts forward a guidance strategy that balances “breaking through circles” and “value
guidance”. Through discourse innovation, subject activation and collaborative governance, mainstream values
can achieve effective communication and in - depth internalization within online sub - cultural circles.

Keywords: Network circle-layer culture; Adolescent values; Empowerment; Alienation; Value guidance
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