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Figure 2 The city center swallowed by the "Domain”
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The Legend of Hei: Ecological Metaphors and
Individual Growth in Spatial Narrative

Zhang Lingjiangsheng, Chen Shaopeng

School of Arts, Southeast University, Nanjing

Abstract: As a 2D animated film, The Legend of Hei intentionally integrates space as an active narrative
device into its narrative construction, thereby deepening various dimensions of the film, including character
development, plot construction, and thematic expression. Using modern China as a prototype, the film
constructs a mythological public space while simultaneously revealing the marginalized characteristics of
natural space. The prominent “spatial conflict” manifested between the two embodies an ecological concept
that transcends the narrative of “nature’s victory.” Meanwhile, the film also addresses individual existence
underlying the macro-narrative. By contrasting the formal representation of homeland spaces, it explores the
diverse identity recognition of marginalized groups; furthermore, through the depiction of “Lingzhi Space” (a
special heterogeneous space), it conveys profound reflections on individual spiritual belonging. Examining the
diverse spatial representations and spatial narrative techniques in this film can provide a reference for new
creative paths in Chinese animated films, encouraging the active role of spatial elements to be fully utilized
across various narrative stages.

Keywords: Spatial Narrative; Space; 2D Animated Film
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