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On the Aesthetic Concepts of Calligraphy Education from the
Perspective of "Four Rathers and Four Rather Nots"

Lv Kexin, Liu Wenqiu

Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou

Abstract: In the late Ming and early Qing dynasties, Fu Shan left behind twenty characters in his poem

Admonitions to My Children on Calligraphy: "Rather clumsy than clever, rather ugly than flattering, rather

fragmented than slick, rather straightforward than contrived." These have long been regarded as his
programmatic statement on calligraphy. The intention of these four phrases is not to "take ugliness as beauty,"

but to "oppose flattery and seek truth," pointing toward an aesthetic independence that neither panders, nor

submits servilely, nor follows mechanical rules. This paper begins with these twenty characters, examining

their origin and connotation, then discussing their aesthetic value, and finally, by combining literature review

with case comparison, exploring their value of application in calligraphy education in primary and secondary

schools. The study suggests that calligraphy education at these levels has long emphasized technical skills over

aesthetic appreciation, and the spirit of aesthetic independence inherent in Fu Shan's words can be translated

into a resource for cultivating aesthetic judgment in calligraphy education.

Keywords : Four Rathers and Four Rather Nots; Fu Shan; calligraphy aesthetics; calligraphy education;

aesthetic appreciation
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